Brief comment text:

I write from North Idaho, where our rural access is extremely important, to OPPOSE the proposed limiting of access to the 900 MHz band.  We are building a Meshtastic community service network to use for a variety of community needs and concerns,, including crucial communications capabilities in the events of disasters that cause breakdowns of conventional telecommunications wire and fiber-based services. We do not want to lose this important and free public resource to privatization for private profiteering. 
Here are the key elements to consider:
    Unlicensed Spectrum is Vital: The 900 MHz band is crucial for a wide range of applications, particularly for community-driven projects like our Meshtastic network that rely on this spectrum to operate effectively.
    Innovation at Risk: Limiting access to unlicensed spectrum will stifle innovation within the open-source community, hindering the development of new technologies and applications. It will also undermine our local efforts to use this resource to educate our young people in open source LORA and networking technologies.
    Public Safety Concerns: Decentralized communication networks provide critical connectivity in emergencies; reallocating this spectrum could weaken these vital lifelines. We have winter snow-bound risks, summer forest fire risks as well as volcanism and the risk of the Cascadia fault failure that will call for citizen capacity to communicate wirelessly to address emergency needs.
    Equity and Accessibility: The unlicensed spectrum serves as a democratizing resource, and restricting access could disproportionately impact small-scale operators and underserved communities like ours in North Idaho.
